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ABOUT US 



OUR PHILOSOPHY 

To create memorable experiences and continually challenge what we do... 
 
Rydges Melbourne  is proud to be a leader in the conference and events industry. We 
strive to constantly challenge the norm, creating unique and memorable experiences time 
and time again. 
 
Our professional and hard working team combine to offer comprehensive and 
knowledgeable end-to-end event services, ensuring both a successful and seamless 
experience for our clients. 
 
Our unique and plentiful venue options allow us to offer clients an array of event styles and 
setups all within the one convenient complex. Whether it be a conference, cocktail party, 
private dining event or all of the above, Rydges Melbourne features purpose built venues 
and spaces to cater. 
 
Our team are proud to offer both flexible and customised offerings to ensure your event 
requirements are not only met, but exceeded in every element. 
 
 
 
 



Bradley Dawson 

Food and Beverage Manager 
Bradley Dawson has a vast 
depth of experience leading 
his teams in both premium 
hotels and independent 
hatted restaurants nationally. 
  
Since returning to Melbourne 
in 2000, Bradley has had the 
benefit of working within 
iconic environments such as 
Donovan's, Pearl and MoMo. 
  
The combination of his 
passion for food and wine 
attention to detail has 
afforded Bradley a fluent 
understanding of current 
trends within the industry. 

Paul Griffiths 

 
 
Executive Chef Paul Griffiths 
brings a wealth of knowledge 
and experience gained from 
over 15 years in the industry. 
 
From the Palazzo Versace 
Hotel on the Gold Coast, 
Australia to The Ritz-Carlton 
in Atlanta, USA, Paul 
continues to impress with his 
culinary skills and creative 
flair. 
 
Winner of Publisher’s Choice 
‘Chef Of The Year” 2007 and 
Finalist in the AHA ‘Chef Of 
The Year” 2014 National 
Awards, Paul acts as the 
backbone to the hard 
working Locanda kitchen 
team. 
 

Wendy Blain 

 

 
With over twenty years in 
hotels and resorts including 
Novotel Twin waters, 
Novotel Palm Cove, Hayman 
Island, Millennium 
Queenstown and RACV 
Inverloch Resort, Wendy is 
back in her home town 
leading the talented 
conference and events team 
at Rydges Melbourne. 
  
Passionate about 
understanding the true 
needs of each and every 
client, Wendy inspires the 
team to be creative in order 
to deliver conferences and 
events that are innovative 
and customized. 

MEET THE TEAM 
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Lucy Symons 

 
 

Before you ask – yes, there’s 
two of us! I’ve been in the 
industry for 5 years now and 
have loved all the curve 
balls that this industry 
continues to throw at us. 
 
My passion for customer 
service and client 
relationships has fostered a 
love for creating unique, 
tailored experiences for 
guests and organizers alike. 
 
When I’m not at work you 
will be sure to find me at a 
café or restaurant eating 
delicious Melbourne food, 
most likely accompanied by 
avocado and a large skinny 
latte with 1 sugar. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Veronica De Poi 

 
 

I’ve been working in 
Conference and Events for 4 
years starting in 
coordination and moving in 
to sales. I enjoy creating 
tailored experiences for 
clients in order to create 
lasting memories. 
  
In my spare time I am a 
passionate sailor having 
competed at club, national 
and international levels. If 
I’m not sailing you’ll find me 
floating around my pool 
reading a good biography.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Catalina Rueda 

 
 

I have worked in the 
industry for over 5 years, 
predominantly in food & 
beverage , conference 
operations and sales. 
  
I’m passionate about 
travelling the world and 
exploring other cultures, 
sitting on the beach with 
great music or spending a 
entire day watching my 
favourite movies.  
  
I was born and raised in 
Colombia but Australia is my 
second home. Fluent in 
Spanish & English.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ana Majkovska 

 
 

With over 6 years 
experience in the hospitality 
industry, I have combined 
my passion for good food 
and wine and exceptional 
customer service to provide 
clients with end-to-end 
event services. 
 
I appreciate that every 
event brings about new 
opportunities to deliver a 
result that is both personal 
and tailored. 
 
My love for Melbourne and 
our ever evolving dining 
scene is my inspiration to 
continually challenge our 
offerings to ensure we are 
at the forefront of dining 
experiences.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lucy Buffon 

 
 

In early 2013 I commenced 
my employment here at 
Rydges Melbourne as 
Conference & Events 
Coordinator.  
 
During this time I have 
thoroughly enjoyed working 
with clients to deliver 
successful conferences and 
events.  
 
I spend my weekends on the 
family farm riding horses 
and working my Clydesdale 
stud “Avonberry”.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicholas Metcalfe 

 
 

For the last five years I have 
been working on medium to 
large scale event across 
Australia. This broad 
exposure to the Australian 
events industry has 
cemented my desire to 
create both memorable and 
well planned events, 
ensuring an enjoyable 
experience for each and 
every client.  
 
During 2015 I relocated 
from the Gold Coast to 
Melbourne to continue my 
career in the events industry 
and follow my passion for 
good food & coffee.  
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In the heart of Melbourne’s theatre precinct... 
 

Rydges Melbourne sits in the heart of the city’s vibrant theatre district with Her 
Majesty’s Theatre, Comedy Theatre and Princess Theatre all moments away. Guests 

will appreciate our proximity to Chinatown, exclusive Collins Street boutiques and 
world-famous Bourke Street Mall. 

 
 Whether you’re a cricket, tennis or football fan, Rydges Melbourne provides a 

prime locale to the Melbourne Cricket Ground, Etihad Stadium, Rod Laver Arena 
and Melbourne Park. 

 
 
 
 
 

FLINDERS LANE 

LONSDALE   ST. 

DOCKLANDS 

EUREKA 
TOWER FLINDERS ST. 

STATION 

FEDERATION 
SQUARE 

HER MAJESTY’S 
THEATRE 

EMPORIUM 
MELBOURNE 

THE PRINCESS 
THEATRE 

MELBOURNE 
CRICKET GROUND 

PARLIAMENT 
HOUSE 

CROWN 
CASINO 

THE COMEDY 
THEATRE 

TREASURY 
GARDENS 



EVENTS 



CONFERENCE & MEETINGS 

State of the art audio visual and stunning city surrounds... 
 
Level 1 at Rydges Melbourne Hotel is dedicated to conference and events, with 5  
conference spaces, two spacious foyers and the custom built Mad Men 
boardroom. Each conference room features an abundance of natural light with 
views overlooking the stunning Her Majesty’s Theatre and Melbourne’s very own 
Chinatown. 
 
Each space offers state of the art audio visual with in built data projectors and 
screens, motorised window fixtures and individually controlled cooling and 
lighting. The layout of the conference floor allows for intimate and large scale 
meetings, exhibition space and convenient break-out areas to enjoy Rydges 
Melbourne’s exceptional food and beverage offerings. 
 
Rydges Melbourne ensures clients and guests are provided with the very best in 
pre and post event management services as well as a dedicated operations team 
to ensure your event runs seamlessly. 
 
Our customised and flexible conference and meetings package ensures a tailored 
approach to your event, with the desire to exceed our clients expectations as the 
number one priority.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EVENTS 

Featuring Melbourne’s most unique event space... 
 
Rydges Melbourne is fortunate enough to have the flexibility and capacity to host 
an array of events styles. The hotel is home to Melbourne’s most unique event 
space, Bobby McGee’s as well as large and intimate function rooms. 
 
From formal affairs to themed events, Rydges Melbourne is able to offer a 
comprehensive list of event setups throughout our spaces to cater for all event 
requirements. 
 
Rydges Melbourne works with some of the best suppliers in the industry to ensure 
our exceptional level of service and standards are carried throughout your entire 
event including audio visual, styling and entertainment. 
 
Our experienced events team strive to provide not only a memorable experience 
but an event that captures the personality of you or your business. 
 
 
 
 



PRIVATE DINING 

It’s about the overall experience... 
 
Rydges Melbourne features two stunning private dining spaces in the award 
winning Locanda Restaurant, as well as larger dining rooms on level 1 of the hotel. 
The team at Locanda, led by the extremely talented Executive Chef Paul Griffiths 
offer the finest in Victorian produce and continually challenge themselves to offer 
the very best in Melbourne Private Dining experiences. 
 
Our personalised catering options allow us to build tailored events that offer 
clients a dining experience that represents who they are and what they wish to 
achieve. 
 
From our signature grazing table offerings to a wine match dinner, our designated 
Private Dining team will work with you to create  a successful and memorable 
event for you and your guests.  
 
 
 
 



OUR SPACES 



Natural light and theatre surrounds... 
 
Featuring 264m2 of floor space, Broadway is the largest conference room at Rydges Melbourne - this 
pillarless conference & events space features an abundance of natural light, state of the art audio visual and 
motorised window fixtures. Broadway overlooks the stunning Her Majesty’s Theatre and the cultural hub of 
the Chinese community, Melbourne Chinatown.  
 
The room offers three in-built data projectors and screens as well as three entry points that break out in to 
large foyers, ideal for catering breaks, pre event cocktails or delegate registration areas.  
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Panoramic views of Her Majesty’s Theatre... 
 
This beautiful Melbourne conference and event room is the first section of Broadway and perfectly located 
overlooking the corner of Exhibition and Little Bourke streets. With panoramic windows on two sides, 
Chicago has a stunning view overlooking Her Majesty's Theatre and Melbourne's own China Town.  
 
A ceiling mounted data projector, motorised window fixtures and flexible set up options make Chicago the 
prime choice for a Melbourne city conference or event. 
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Ideal for an intimate conference or event... 
 
The centre section of Broadway and slightly smaller than its neighbours Chicago and Carousel - Chorus Line is 
ideal for your more intimate Melbourne conference or event. This space features soundproof dividing walls 
and a ceiling mounted data projector - a great space for intimate workshops and team discussions.  
 
As with all of Rydges Melbourne's conference rooms, natural light is abundant with views of the iconic 
Melbourne Chinatown. 
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Views over Melbourne’s iconic Chinatown... 
 
Carousel  is the second largest section of Broadway - whether using the room on its own or paired with 
exhibition space in the foyer and neighbouring Phantom, Carousel offers both flexibility and convenience.  
 
The side location of Carousel’s entrance allow for catering stations to be set inside this Melbourne 
conference room - perfect for those deep thought brainstorming events, with views over Melbourne 
Chinatown providing an abundance of natural light. 

13.4 X 7.2 
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An abundance of natural light... 
 
The pillarless Phantom room is located along Little Bourke Street with an abundance of natural light and 
views over Melbourne Chinatown. Phantom's open floor space and practical shape are perfect for a small 
exhibition area of trestles or constructed booths with a large foyer space at its doorstep. 
 
The room features a built in data projector and screen as well as motorised window fixtures.  
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Leafy outlook onto Exhibition Street... 
 
One of Rydges Melbourne's most sort after function spaces, this large, versatile room, with its leafy outlook 
onto Exhibition Street offers flexible setup options and state of the art audio visual.  
 
From day meetings through to private dinners; this pillarless conference and events room features a built in 
data projector and screen, motorised window fixtures and is conveniently positioned next to an open plan 
break-out foyer. 
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Where great minds meet... 
 
The intimate Melbourne Boardroom is ideal for those looking for an inspiring place to discuss serious 
business. With all of your AV requirements covered, the boardroom features  a 50" plasma, DVD player & 
amp, speakers, connectivity from the board table to the plasma, VGA, HDMI, sound port, two internet ports, 
telephone port and three double power points. 
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Our best kept secret... 
 
The Locanda Deli is tucked away in Little Bourke Street and instantly recognisable by its large Italian marble 
share table and overhanging glass chandelier. With a private entry point, the Deli offers a unique style of 
dining with an array of menu options available to suit your requirements. 
 
The Deli is portioned from the Private Dining room by a floor to ceiling wine cellar, providing both a practical 
yet stunning feature. 

LOCANDA DELI 

7.5m 

5m 

7.5 X 5 

AREA 

2.7 

CEILING HEIGHT 

37.5 

SQUARE METRES 

14 

SEATED 

30 

COCKTAIL 



Featuring floor to ceiling wine cellars... 
 
If you are planning a large group dinner, cocktail party, meeting or presentation, our Melbourne Private 
Dining Room at Locanda is ideal. The Private Dining Room is partially sectioned off from the main restaurant 
by our outstanding floor to ceiling glass wine cellars. 
 
Need more space?  
Why not combine both our private dining room and Locanda Deli. Combined, the space comfortably seats 74 
guests or up to 110 guests for a cocktail style function. 
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Melbourne’s most unique event space... 
 
With themed surrounds, quality food and beverage packages and state of the art audio visual equipment, the 
options are endless at Bobby McGee’s. The venue features direct entry from Exhibition Street, 3 themed 
bars, event special effect packages, a built in donut wall and Melbourne’s best food cart offerings.  
 
The ideal venue for corporate events, gala dinners, fundraising events , creative weddings and birthday 
celebrations. 
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Conveniently located above our conference and events space... 
 
Rydges Melbourne features 363 rooms and suites, all elegantly furnished and contemporary in design. Our 
72 suites offer spacious living with large marble clad ensuites, modern amenities and stunning city 
outlooks. Twelve of the suites feature large open plan kitchenettes with lounge and dining area, ideal for 
long stay guests. 
 
The hotel offers a heated rooftop pool on the 22nd floor of the property, with panoramic views of the 
surrounding city, as well as a cardio room and complimentary access to Genesis Fitness Studio on Lonsdale 
Street. The award winning Locanda Restaurant & Bar is located on the Ground floor of the hotel and open 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner 7 days a week. Executive Chef, Paul Griffiths leads the kitchen team who 
provide exceptional modern Italian cuisine. 
 
Rydges Melbourne’s convenient central location ensures everything is within easy walking distance. From 
Melbourne’s most renowned theatres, shopping arcades and sporting arenas to the best in Melbourne’s 
dining scene, guests are sure to be impressed with the abundance of world class offerings. 
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DETAILS 



PREFERRED SUPPLIERS 

We do business with the best, so you do to... 
 
Rydges  Melbourne is proud to work with industry leading suppliers to ensure our 
clients are receiving the very best in service and offerings. 
 
From conference and event audio visual, styling and entertainment, our 
comprehensive list of suppliers are on hand to ensure both a successful and 
memorable event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONTACT US 

We would love to hear from you... 

Contact the Conference & Events Team 
E : functions_melbourne@rydges.com 
P : 03 9635 1201 
 
www.rydges.com/melbourne 
 
 

Contact Ana Majkovska 
E : info@locanda.com.au 
P : 03 9635 1228 
 
www.locanda.com.au 
 
 

Contact Catalina Rueda 
E : info@bobbymcgees.com.au 
P : 03 9635 1226 
 
www.bobbymcgees.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 


